Reliable assessment of cognitive impairment in dementia patients by family caregivers.
Caregivers (n = 53) of patients with mild to moderate dementia administered a modified version of a cognitive examination at home to their patients. Comparisons between caregiver-administered examinations and the associated clinical examinations revealed a high degree of interrater reliability that was not affected by age or level of education of the caregiver. Reliable assessment of cognitive functioning by caregivers can provide clinicians with an alternative method for monitoring cognitive function of dementia patients.